‘Life’ PAINTING ON EXHIBIT 


THE ORIGINAL PAINTING by Walter Linsenmaier which was featured in the August 
8 issue of Life magazine is on display in the Hall of Science. It depicts the inter- 
esting insect community of the Antioch sand dunes, an area which has long been 
a hunting ground favored by Bay Area entomology students. Dr. Edward S. 
Ross, curator of entomology, who acted as one of the consultants as well as a 
photographer for this issue, made arrangements to borrow the art work for 
exhibition here throughout this month. 

Not only did Dr. Ross, in company with Dr. J. W. MacSwain of U. C., take 
the artist to the Antioch dunes, but Gertraud Duell of the Academy Exhibits 
Department acted as interpreter for the Swiss painter. In addition several of 
Dr. Ross’ photos appeared in the issue and a number were used as research 
material by Linsenmaier. 


Unesco Exuibit OPENS 


An exuisir on “Australian Aboriginal Culture” was opened July 27 in the Hall 
of Science. The display is made up of some 22 large panels of photographs and 
illustrations, and includes scores of aboriginal implements (nine different models 
of the boomerang), cooking utensils, articles of clothing, and other personal 
belongings which reveal the way of life of Australia’s first inhabitants. 

The exhibition has been arranged by the Australian National Committee for 
Unesco, with almost a dozen different museums and agencies contributing mate- 
rials. The United States portion of its international tour, under the auspices of 
the U.S. National Commission for Unesco, is under the supervision of Dr. Grace 
L. McCann Morley, director of the San Francisco Museum of Art. 

The exhibit is one of the most comprehensive displays of Australian aboriginal 
culture ever assembled. It will be on display for about six weeks. 


Dr. Heratp on NBC 


Dr. Eart S. Heracp recently flew to New York, where he appeared on NBC's 
“Home” show on August 2, 3, and 5. This ime he took along some termites 
instead of an octopus—his subject for this second appearance on the network 
show was “Household Pests.” 

Also in Dr. Herald’s department is the news that Steinhart Aquarium now 
has a working model of the trigger on a trigger fish. The device, which is push- 
button operated, is the work of A. S. Getten, who only temporarily has deserted 
things astronomical. 


New MEMBERS 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS were elected by the Council at its meeting of July 7, 
1955: 


Famity MEMBERSHIP 
Dr, and Mrs. Robert J. Beckett 
Miss Donna M. Brewer 
Mr. Louis Goldsmith 
STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Steven Wilhelm 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. John Auer 
Mr. Ernest M. Green 
Mrs. Lucile Isaacs 
Mrs. H. B. Parmenter 
Mr. C. N. Sanders 
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August Announcement 


THE REGULAR AUGUST MEETING will be held at 8:15 p.., Tuesday, August 16, 
in the May Treat Morrison Auditorium. Philip W. Tompkins, a member of 
the Academy, will present a selection of his photographs: 


“SOUTHERN UtraH SCENES” 


Tompkins’ second appearance as an Academy lecturer is in the nature of a 
command performance. Members of the Academy are still talking about the 
pictures he showed at the July 1953 meeting and have not too subtly indicated 
they want to see more. 

For the benefit of new members, Tompkins is a photographer of some 72 
years’ experience (he got into the game at the advanced age of 10). He still 
considers himself an amateur, but there are few if any who have taken more, or 
better, pictures of the scenic wonders of the Southwest than he. 

In “Southern Utah Scenes” he will show the results of two separate photo- 
graphic trips taken in south central Utah in the spring and fall of last year. With 
him you will visit parts of western Wayne and Emery counties and eastern Mil- 
lard County. These remote sections of upland desert and mesa country skirting 
‘Thousand Lake Mountain (11,295 feet) are seldom visited except by a few cow- 
boys who winter stock in a few favorable locations. 

In an area where even the names are vividly colorful—South Desert, Middle 
Desert, Sand Creek, Paradise Flat—you will see spring flowers, and later autumn 
colors. 

Tompkins, who was the first to photograph Goblin Valley and to give it 
its name, will also show some scenes from a lesser “goblin valley” which he 
discovered on this trip. It is located nearby, also in the Red Canyon drainage 
basin. 

Mrs. DempsTER APPOINTED ASSISTANT CURATOR 


Arr JuLy MEETING of the Academy’s Council, Mrs. Lillian Dempster, research 
assistant, was appointed to the post of assistant curator of ichthyology. 


Baja Saca 


Now about that trip to Baja California. In our last issue of the News Letter it 
would have been better to have said less about the road-readiness and apple-pie 
condition of the Academy’s suburban-model station wagon. From the gentle- 
men Tose, Slevin, and Orr, who are now back from the trip, we have received 
some caustic comments about our remarks. And as for the suburban-model Chev, 
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well caustic is entirely too mild a word. As a desert wanderer, the Chev was a 
washout. Suburban-models, in their opinion, should be left strictly to the suburbs. 

In other words the Chey got stuck in the sand, For two and one-half, 128°- 
in-the-shade days it was stuck in the sand. 

If it had not been for a small piece of plywood and a few slats out of an apple 
box the Academy might have found itself severely short on curators. With these 
materials, according to Dr. Orr, they constructed a very fine road—although a 
short one. By driving over their 12-inch highway, then picking it up, placing it 
in front of the vehicle and driving over it again, they managed to make about 
50 yards a day. While they were thus employed in traversing the 125 yards of soft 
sand that lay between them and firmer ground, they spent the middle hours of 
each day in the shade of a rock. But here again, Dr. Orr says, without a trace 
of humor, the situation was not exactly ideal. It was sort of a small rock. As the 
sun arched through the sky and the shadow slowly moved around the boulder, 
scientists Tose, Slevin, and Orr sat with their backs to the rock and their knees 
drawn up under their chins—slowly inching sidewise, dragging their water can 
behind them, 

Well, we told them the same thing the Swede who runs a filling station at 
San Felipe did: “You should have had a yeep.” That was when the interview 
ended, and is why we can’t report on the rest of the trip, which actually turned 
out to be a success from a scientific point of view. 


Tor News PHotos SHowN 


OursranpING examples of news photographs selected from Award Winners in 
the 1955 Hearst News Photo Competition are now on display in Lovell White 
Hall. A showing of the winning pictures is sponsored each year by the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner as part of its continuing program of events in connection with 
the Museum of Photography here. 


1955 NomINATING CoMMITTEE REPORTS 


On June 30 the Nominating Committee of the California Academy of Sciences 
filed with the Secretary of the Academy a report of its nominations. 

Nominated for five-year terms on the Board of Trustees are: Mr. Allen L. 
Chickering, Jr., attorney, Chickering & Gregory; Mr. Brooks Walker, San Fran- 
cisco engineer and inventor; and Mr. Brayton Wilbur, president, Wilbur-Ellis 
Company, San Francisco. 

Nominated for three-year terms on the Council are: Dr, J. Wyatt Durham, 
professor of paleontology, University of California; Dr. Howard E. McMinn, 
professor of botany, Mills College; and Mr. H. P. Steward, Shipbuilding Divi- 
sion, Bethlehem Pacific Coast Steel Corporation, San Francisco. 

According to the Constitution, additional nominations may be made to the 
Secretary in writing by ten or more Corporate Members on or before September 
15. If no such additional nominations are made, at the annual meeting of the 
Academy the Secretary will cast the unanimous ballot of the Corporate Members 
for the ticket reported by the Nominating Committee. 


[3] 


